Successfully Writing an Essay…

Directions: Use the following checklist to make sure you do the best you can on your DBQ’s and Thematic Essays.  You must complete the following items in order to gain as many points as possible on your essay.  Use these tips to outline your essay before you begin writing!
In every essay…

· Answer the questions before outlining the essay – you know a lot more than you think!

· Don’t copy the historical context for your introduction! – You may use it as a jumping off point, but you must use your own words

· Therefore, in your introduction…

· Write your thesis (what you will prove in your essay)

· Explain topics that will be covered in your essay

· Separate your thoughts into more than one paragraph.  Each paragraph should be 5-7 sentences.  Create a paragraph for each topic you will address

· Create a question out of each task bullet so you know what you have to answer.

· For each paragraph…

· Decide which task bullet question you are answering

· Create a topic sentence based off the task bullet question

· Include details/historical examples that will help you write the paragraph and address the task

· Explain all details and historical examples with explanations


· Conclusion ( Re-state thesis and summarize what you wrote in the essay

· Do not state “In conclusion”


· Do not use “I, me, or my”


· Use full sentences when writing your essay

As you write a specific essay also keep the following in mind…

	In a DBQ Essay…
	In a Thematic Essay…

	· Decide which documents you will use


· Use the scaffolding to help you analyze the documents


· Use outside information to back up the documents you use.


· Connect your outside information and documents to the task in order to address the task


· State which document you are using in the essay



	· Make sure you include extensive explanations of the task and topics you chose to write about



