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	Islam Debate:

Was the Conversion to Islam beneficial to the areas of Eurasia and Africa?




Argument:  You will be assigned either a PRO Dar-al-Islam or CON Dar-al-Islam.  Your argument needs to prove (PRO) or disprove (CON) that Islam was beneficial to Eurasia and Africa.  Use the following bullet points to help get you started on proving/disproving your case.

PRO Dar-al-Islam:

· Spreading of culture and technology as a result of the Islamic World

· Benefits brought to Africa as a result of religion

· Religion itself- benefits of shari’a, laws, trade

· How it spread…

CON Dar-al-Islam:

· Conflict brought to South Asia

· How religion spread- was it voluntary?

· Conflicts between Europe and Islamic World?

· Was it beneficial to Africa?

· I do not want you to use arguments such as modern Islamic fundamentalism in your argument.

Grading:


1)  Typed Debate Notes:  Use the format below.  Notes need to be typed and fully supported with concrete, specific detail. 1 and ½ pages at least.  15 points


2)  Full participation in Debate:  Positive, worthwhile contribution in debate will earn you full participation points.  20 points

______________________________________________________________________________________

Name

Period

Your Role

Opening Statement:  A thesis statement about why Islam was/was not beneficial to Eurasia and Africa

Main Point One: 1 paragraph.  You need to focus on one of the arguments above.  Support with concrete detail and JUSTFICATION.

Main Point Two: 1 paragraph.  You need to focus on one of the arguments above.  Support with concrete detail and JUSTFICATION.

Main Point Three:  1 paragraph.  You need to focus on one of the arguments above.  Support with concrete detail and JUSTFICATION.

Rebuttal:  Include as much detail as possible that makes the other team’s argument weak.  DESTROY their argument.  Ask questions that they might not answer…

Counter-Rebuttal:  A good debater prepares for a rebuttal by thinking ahead as to what the other side will say.  Have some info ready that will counter the rebuttal of the other team.  Support with quotes, statistics, etc,.
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	Minaret- call to prayer
	Domes- indicative of islmaic art
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	Art- focuses on geometric shapes.  No human form can be represented like in Christina art.  This picture may appear to be on the cover of the Koran.
	Crescent moon- popular on modern day flags of Islamic countries.  Man praying represents one of the 5 pillars.


