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 1. Indo-Europeans/Aryans:

 
 During the 1500's there was a prominat group of nomadic and pastoral peoples who spoke the 
Indo- European language. These Arayan groups who were also called “Noble People,” passed through the Hindu Kush mountains to establish small herding and agricultural communities through out the Indian region. When they arrived to India they did not invaded or organize a military campaigns instead they clashed with anouther society, the Dravidians who were already settled  in India. After 1500 B.C, the Dravidian and the Indo-Europeans intermarried and interacted socially and culturally which eventurally  influenced Indian society. 


The Aryans migrated into Punjab, India and by 500 B.C.E in Northern Deccan.  They rarely practiced agriculture but they depended on a pastoral economy, but by 500 B.C.E the Aryans devolped  tools and agriculture. In the Aryan society, they prized in their horses and herds of cattle. Horses played a huge role in the Aryan society. They were used for transportation for carts and wagons and were also used for war machines when attached to chariots. The most important principle of their wealth was cattle. The cattle became most prominate to the Aryan diet, which they primarily consumed dairy and beef products.  In earlier Aryan society, wealthy individuals became fortunate because the extensive herds of cattle they had.  The Aryan society has no writing system but they orally translated their works into Vendas sacred language.(Bentley and Ziegler, 93-94).

Hinduism:


Hinduism derived from the older traditions of the Brahmins. Much like Buddhism, Hinduism went through radical changes in doctrines and practices that resulted in a faith that met the needs of the people.  The principles of Hinduism come from the epic poems of the Mahabbarats and Ramayana, where both show how the values of Hindusim developed. Hinduism became main religion of the people in India  because it offered salvation to ordinary people. In order to receive salvation, one must be devotional actively and mentally in the world. The ethics of Hinduism are recognizable by four principles: Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksha. If an individual balanced these princeples, they were able to achieve salvation(Moksha). An individuals goal was to achieve spiritual unity with the divine in the spirit world. (Bentley and Zieger, 226-227)

Buddhism:


Buddhism was founded by Siddharha Guatama in 534 B.C.E and named after him after he had found enlightenment. Buddha meaning “enlightened one,” believed he could eliminate the pain and suffering of individuals. The doctrine of Buddha is centered around the Four Noble Truths which teaches that life involves suffering and in order to eliminate suffering one must eliminate worldly desires and disciplines their lives in accordance to the Four Noble Truths to reach the spiritual realm of Nirvana. The Noble Eightfold Path  allowed individuals lead  their lives spiritually and rejecting luxury that was often found in the human heart and society. The main parts of the The Noble Eightfold Path consists of right belief,resolve, speech, behavior,occupation, effort, contemplation, and meditation.(Bentley and Zeiger, 220-221).

Mandate of Heaven:


When the Zhou dynasty took over China in 256 B.C.E, Shang who was spokesman for the Zhou dynasty establish new principles that have influence China thought about legitimacy over the political rule in China. One of the key points is that the Zhou's theory of politics was set around the fact that it revolved around heavenly affairs. Only heavenly powers could grant the right to rule and govern to a specific individual known as the “son of heaven.” The duties the ruler had under the notion of the Mandate of Heaven was to maintain order of peace, harmony, honor and justice. If the ruler coincided with these duties, he would be approved to rule by the powers of the heaven. Only chaos and suffering would occur if the ruler failed to perform the essential duties to the kingdom and his power and right to rule would be revoked and given to a deserving individual.

Judaism:

